COOPERATIVE CROP REFORTING sanrICE 


N. C. PRICE INDEX 
N.C. Prices Received Up Slightly 


The ‘‘All Farm Products’’ index of 
prices received by North Carolina farm- 
ers at local markets increased 1 point 
during the month ended July 15. The 
July 15 ‘‘All Farm Products’’ index of 
260 compares with an index of 295 a year 
ago and an index of 292 0n July 15, 1951. 

The grains commodity index at 179 
was 1:-point below the mid-June index 


of 180. Average prices received for 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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Parity Index Up 2 Points 
rarity Ratio Down To 93 


The Index of Prices Received by 
U. S. Farmers remained unchanged during 
the month ending July 15 at 259 percent 
of the 1910*14 average. Substantial in- 
creases in prices received for cattle, 
hogs, milk, and eggs resulted in a 5 pers- 
cent increase in the livestock and live- 
stock products index, Sharply lower 
prices for most fruit and commercial truck 

(Continued on Page 2) 


For Market Basket of Farm Foods 


FARM AND MARKETING SHARES 


IN RETAIL FOOD COSTS 
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Prices Received By Farmers 
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1/ The all hay price is the weighted av- 
erage of separate kinds, including an 
allowance for minor kinds. 2/ Revised 
_3/ Preliminary 


U. S. PARITY INDEX 


crops accompanied by moderately lower 
prices for many other crops resulted in an 
offsetting decline in the allecrop index. 
The July allecommodity index is 12 per- 
cent less than the 295 for July 1952, 

The Parity Index (Index of Prices 
Paid for Commodities and Services, Ine 
terest, Taxes, and Wage Rates) rose 
2 points (nearly 1 percent) from its mide 
June level to 278 percent of its 1910-14 
average on July 15, Contributing to this 
increase were a 1 percent advance in 
farm wage rates and an upturn of nearly 1 
percent in prices of commodities bought 
by farmers for production, primarily feed- 
er livestock. Prices of goods bought 
for family living averaged the same in 
mid-July as a month earlier. The Parity 
Index for July is about 3 percent lower 
than a year ago. 
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I/ Revised. 


The increase in the Parity Index 
dropped the Parity Ratio (ratio of the 
Index of Prices Received by Farmers 
to the Parity Index) from 94 for June to 
93 for July, the same as in April of this 
year. 


N. €. PRICES RECEIVED (cont'd) 


wheat and rye dropped 3 and 5 cents per 
bushel respectively. 

The cotton and cottonseed index was 
up 4 points due to a half-cent increase 
in cotton lint prices. Cottonseed was 
unchanged at $66.00 per ton on July 15, 

The meat animals index increased 
12 points as beef cattle and hog prices 
continued to climb. These price ine 
creases more than off-set slightly lower 
prices for sheep and lanbs. The price 
of calves was unchanged from the pree 
vious month. 

Slightly higher prices for retail milk 
and butterfat resulted in a 1 point in- 
crease in the dairy products index. 

The miscellaneous commodity price 
index dropped 11 points (about 4 percent) 
due to lower prices for soybeans, sweete 
potatoes and apples. Peanuts and po- 
tatoes at 11.7 cents per pound and go 
cents per bushel respectively, were un- 
changed from the June 15 average. Sweet- 
potatoes and apples average 5 and 80 
cents per bushel lower respectively. 


N. C. And U. S. Index Numbers 
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15 15 15 


N INDEX NUMBERS 
ALL FARM PRODUCTS 259 260 295 
COTTON & COTTONSEED] 259 263 309 
GRAINS 180 179 188 
MEAT ANIMALS 327 339 400 
POULTRY 245 263 242 
240 
295 


DAIRY PRODUCTS 238 239 


MISCELLANEOUS 276 265 
RATIO OF PRICES 
RECEIVED To pAIDa/ | 94 94 | 103 
U. S. INDEX NUMBERS 
PRICES RECEIVED 
PRIces PAID 
INTEREST & TAXES 
RATIO OF PRICES 
REC'D TO PAID 


2/ Ratio of NW. C. brices re- 
ceived to U. S. brices paid. 


FEED PRICES 
UNCHANGED TO LOWER 


Prices paid by North Carolina farm- 
ers for most feed items were unchanged 
to slightly lower during the month ended 
July 15. 

Average prices paid by farmers for 
all mixed dairy feeds at $4.10 per hun- 
dred was unchanged from the previous 
month, 

Soybean meal and meat scrap were 
the only feed items showing an increase 
over the June 15 price. Soybean meal at 
$4.75 and meat scrap at $5.20 were up 
5 and 25 cents per hundred respectively. 

All feeds in the grain-by-products 
group registered price declines during 
the month. Farmers were paying an 
average of $3.80 per hundred for bran 
compared with $3.95 a month earlier. 
Middlings and corn meal were off 5 and 
15 cents respectively -- averaging $4.00 
and $4.65 per hundred on July 15, 

Laying mash at $5,20 per hundred was 
10 cents below the mid-June price, while 
scratch grains and broiler growing mash 
at $4.65 and $5.40 were unchanged from 
the previous month. 


Feed Prices Paid By Farmers 
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MIXED DAIRY FEED 
UNDER 29% PROTEIN 
14% PROTEUN....4.- 
t8% PROTEIN: .%%. 
207% PROTE'UN i 0c.s 3 
24% PROTEIN. te.» 
29% & OVER...... 
HIGH PROTEIN FEEDS 
LENSEED MEAL..... 
SQYBEAN MEAL..... 
COTTONSEED MEAL.. 
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MIRO LUNGS) cbs ate teas 
GORN MEAL o:c%evctle tes 
CORN GLUTEN .,.cm.0. 
POULTRY FEED 

LAY ING= ASH. ..%0. 
SCRATCH GRAIN... 

BROILER GROWING 
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POULTRY 


_1/ Average of prices paid for commercial 
feeds and prices received for grain. 


Broiler marketings are likely to con- 
tinue large into early September, accora- 
ing to figures on chick placements. 


TOBACCO BEING HARVESTED IN NGRTH CAROLINA 
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Average Prices Paid By Farmers For Specified Food Items 
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Prices Paid For FURNITURE PRICES LOWER 


Specified Food Items Prices paid by North Carolina farmers 
for selected furniture items decreased 
North Carolina farmers paid 20 cents during the year June 15, 1952 to June 
per pound less for round steak on June 15, 195.3 (See table below). 
15, 1953 than on June 15, 1952. Conside Diningeroom suites at $245.00, bede 
erable decreases also occurred in the steads at $15.00, kitchen cabinets at 
prices paid for flour and lard. However, $56.00 and washing machines at $135.00 
offsetting these decreased prices were were the same on both dates. Lower 
increases in prices paid for corn meal, prices were paid for Axminster rugs, 
rice, bacon, coffee, oranges and apples. felt rugs, bedroom suites, mattresses 
Food prices paid by U.S. farmers and stoves. There were no items that 
during the above period followed about increased in price during this period. 
the same trend as did North Carolina Average prices paid for specified 
prices, with the price of most: food items furniture items by U. S. farmers were 
being slightly higher than the previous generally higher than those paid by 
year. North Carolina farmers. 


Average Prices Paid By Farmers For Furniture 
NORTH CAROLINA UNITED STATES 


UNIT MARCH15 | JUNE15 | JUNE15 |MARCH15] JUNE15 | JUNE15 
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RUGS, AXMINISTER 9X12 pe 
RUGS, REET: BASEUOX U2 west cleo eres 
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BED SPRINGS, DOUBLE SAGLESS........ 
KUTCHENSICABIINETS |... \s 6 chc.0. terete Fy 
STOVES, 6-HOLE KITCHEN RANGE....... 
WASHING MACHINE, WRINGER TYPE,ELEC. 
WASHING MACHINE,AUTOMATIC,ELEC..... 


July 1 Grain Stocks 
Below Last Year 


Stocks of grain (corn, wheat and oats) 
in both on-farm and off-sfarm positions in 
North Carolina as of July 1 totaled 12,- 
087,000 bushels, or 28 percent below 
stocks of these grains on this date last 
year. Stocks of corn totaled 10,877,000 
bushels or 28% below last year. Total 
stocks of wheat at 409,000 bushels are 
40 percent below the 680,000 bushels held 
on July i, 1952, Onefarm and off-farm 
stocks of oats totaled 801,000 bushels =-- 
29 percent below last year’s July 1 
stocks, - 

In the United States July 1 corn stocks 
in all positions totaled 1,273 million 
bushels, second largest stocks on record 
for this date and nearly a third larger than 
a year ago. Stocks of wheat totaled 559 
million bushels -- more than double those: 
on July 1952, 

The 62 million bushels of soybeans in 
all storage positions on July 1 are the 
largest stocks for the date in the 12 year 
series of reports assembled by the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics. 


Broiler Output Continues 
To Increase 


Chick placements in the Central and 
Western commercial broiler areas of North 
Carolina continued at a record high level 
for the first six months of 1953. Hatch- 
erymen and dealers serving the areas re- 
port they placed 27,506,000 chicks with 
broiler producers the first half of 1953, 
this compares with 24,985,000 placed dur- 
ing the same period in 1952+ a 10 percent 
increase, 

The 32,412,000 chicks hatched repre- 
sent an increase of 9 percent above the 
29,710,000 chicks hatched during January- 
June 1952, 

Hatcheries serving the commercial 
broiler areas placed 41,437,000 eggs in 
incubators during this period -- an ins 
crease of 10 percent above the 37,653,000 
eggs set during the first six months of 
1952, 
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Average Prices Paid By Farmers For Clothing 
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BoOTS,RUBBER KNEE-LENGTH... 
DRESSES ,HOUSE,PERCALE....e5 
RAYON CPAN LLES «ce cheieiarmel ae. ae 
SHOES OR OXFORDS,WOMEN’S... 
MUSLIN UNBLEACHED 36"WIDE.. 
PERCADES s36ue WHDERYes sie clere aie 


CLOTHING PRICES DECLINE 


Average prices paid by North Car- 
olina farmers for specified clothing items 
on June 15, 1953 were generally lower 
than prices paid on June 15, 1952. The 
only items showing an increase from the 
previous year were cotton shirts, undere- 
shirts, dresses and rayon panties. Prices 
of all other items were unchanged or 
lower than the averages of mid-June 
185 2. Compared with prices paid on 
March 15, 1953 most clothing items were 
slightly lower. 

In general, prices paid by Tar Heel 
farmers for clothing items were some- 
what lower than the National average. 


The value of cotton exports during the 
first 9 months of 1952-53 was down 57 per- 
cent, wheat and flour exports decreased 32 
percent, and unmanufactured tobacco was 
down 20 percent. Bigger supplies abroad 
is the main reason for the decline. 


Producers have been marketing slaugh- 
ter cattle and calves at a record rate since 
February. Marketings the first half of this 
year were up nearly 30 percent from a year 
ago; in the April-June quarter the gain was 
Ground 35 percent 


NORTH CAROLINA UNITED STATES 
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JUNE HATCHINGS HIGHEST 
OF RECORD 


Commercial hatcheries in North Caro- 
lina produced 5,413,000 chicks during 
June, establishing a new record high out- 
put for that month. June hatchings were 
up approximately 16 percent from a year 
earlier and were almost 38 percent above 
the 1947-51 average June production. 

During the first six months of 1953, 
commercial hatcheries in the State have 
produced 39,537,000 chicks -- 5,3 percent: 
more than the 37,538,000 produced during 
the same period last year. 

The number of chicks produced by com- 
mercial hatcheries in the U. S. during June 
was 17 percent above June 1952. Output 
during June was estimated at 136,286,000 
chicks compared with 116,604,000 chicks 
last year and the 1947-51 average of 109,- 
510,000. 

The production of chicks during the 
first 6 months of this year totaled 1,264,- 
832,000 compared with 1,227,225,000 dur- 
ing the same period last year -- an ine 
crease of 3 percent. 

Hatcheries supplying information on 
turkey operations reported approximately 
the same number of poults hatched in the 
U. S, during June as a_ year earlier. 
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North Carolina And United States Livestock Slaughter * 


JUNE 


NUMBER 
SLAUGHTERED 


JANUARY-JUNE TOTAL 


TOTAL NUMBER TOTAL 
LIVEWE!IGHT SLAUGHTERED LIVEWEIGHT 


apes 2a 1953 1952 1953 1952 1953 1952 1953 


THOUS. HEAD 


5,918 
837 


17 
.687 


MILLION LBS. 


CATTLE 
CALVES 
SHEEP & 


LAMBS 4 Be: 96 
HoGs woOe 


261 
146 


x 


excludes farm slaughter. 


LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER 


Commercial slaughter of cattle, calves, .- 


sheep and lambs, and hogs in North Caro- 
lina totaled 19,724,000 pounds (liveweight) 
during June 1953 -- 8.6 percent above May 
of this year and 6,9 percent above June of 
last year. 

Meat production in commercial plants 
in the U. S, totaled 1,825 million pounds 
during June 1953, This was 5 percent 
above the production of 1,743 million 
pounds in May and 17 percent more than 
the 1,554 million pounds produced during 
June 1952, and is the largest June produce 
tion since records were started in 1946, 

Commercial meat production during the 
first six months of this year was g percent 
more than during the corresponding period 
last year. Comparing the first six months 
of this year with the same period a year 
ago, beef production was up 30 percent; 
veal production, up 37 percent; lamb and 
mutton, up 15 percent; while pork produce 
tion was down 14 percent. Commercial meat 
production includes slaughter in Federally 
inspected plants and other wholesale and 


retail plants but excludes farm slaughter.. 
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35,9)5 
943 


40,382 
4,087 


5 5 44 Dt 
11,376 353.0 369.0 . 197 77,542 


MILLION HEAD MILLION LBS. 


1,801 
229 


106 
ie l29 


Includes slaughter under Federal inspection and other wholesale and retail slaughter; 


NORTH CAROLINA LAMB CROP 


North Carolina’s 1953 lamb crop 
(lambs living June 1 or sold before June 
1) is estimated at 39,000 head. This 
compares with 34,000 lambs raised in 
1952 and the 1942-51 average of 32,000 
head. On January 1 of this year, there 
were 35,000 breeding ewes one year old 
and older on farms in the State, compar- 
ing with 32,000 a year earlier and a like 
number for the 10-year average. 

The U. S. lamb crop for 1953 totaled 
19,702,000 head. This is 7 percent more 
than the 18,479,000 head raised in 1952 
and the third successive increase over 
the preceding year since the record low 
lamb crop in 1950. However, the lamb 
crop is still 18 percent below the 10-year 
average although 10 percent above the 
1950 law. In the 13 Western States (11 
Western, South Dakota and Texas) the 
lamb crop is 6 percent larger than last 
year, while in the Native States it is g 
percent larger. Texas, the leading sheep 
State, has an g percent larger lamb crop 
than a year ago. 
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COMPARISON OF U. S. PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS AND PARITY PRICES 


COMMOD | TY PRICES RECEIVED PARITY OR AVERAGE PRICES 
BY FARMERS COMPARABLE AS PERCENTAGE 
PRICES 4/ OF PARITY 


f] 
JUNE 15 JULY 15 JUNE 15 DULY SS JUNE 15 JuLY 15 
1953 1953 1953 1953 1953 1953 


COTTON, 5 340 342 
WHEAT, By 5 0 -42 .44 
GORN., BU aEESe tie4 sore ‘ A 76 bar i 
va -872 -881 
BARLEY, 216 4 .34 306 
RYE, : § “ -66 -68 
BEEF CATTLE, CWT.. ; nO -00 
HoGs, CwT : . -00 20 
LAMBS, , ~ 50 - 80 
CHICKENS, é : : . 306 
EGGS, F : 
MILK, WHLSE,CWT., é Fe ‘ -676 


l{ Revised. 2/ Estimated average price for the month for all milk sold at wholesale to 
ants and dealers, 3/ Preliminary. Effective parity prices as computed currently 

in months iv~dicated using hase period hrices and indexes then in effect. §/ Transitional 

parity, 80% (85% during 1952) of parity price computed under formula in use prior to Jan.l, 

1950. 6/ Percentage of seasonally adjusted prices to parity prices. 


